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Luke 5: 1-11: Once while Jesus?! was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd
was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2he saw two boats there at the shore of the
lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3He got into one of the
boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then
he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. * When he had finished speaking, he said to
Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” ®>Simon answered,
“Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, | will let
down the nets.” ® When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were
beginning to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them.
And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8But when Simon Peter saw it,
he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for | am a sinful man!” ®For he
and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; °and so also
were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to
Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 1 When they had brought
their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.

Last Thursday, | flew back to Birmingham to preach the funeral for a dear friend of mine, Emery
Barnes, who died tragically. My very first church | served as pastor was a church plant and
Emery was the very first person to come. To this day, he is the most unique person I've ever
known in my life. Emery was technically homeless in that he didn’t have a place of his own but
he almost was never without a place as he would go from one family member’s house to
another, one friend’s house to another, to stay for a while. And he also was one of the most
Christ-like people I've ever known. He didn’t worry about having money or where he would live
or how we would eat. He just always trusted that he’d have what he needed. So that meant he
was always looking to share. He would use his food stamps to buy someone else food. He even
walked a mile or so to a church that gave our groceries only to bring that bag of groceries to my
house when [ first moved into the neighborhood. He would help anybody. He would give you
the last dollar that he had.

But there’s one more way he was like Jesus that | hadn’t thought of until | read the gospel
reading this week. You see, Emery believed he was an expert on just about anything. | once saw
him tell a professional chef how to better season her chicken. He tried to convince a master
gardener that we should not try to get rid of fire ants because they would fertilize the soil. He
told a professional contractor that he wasn’t building the house right. Emery didn’t care if you
were the expert. He was going to give his opinion.

And that is exactly what Jesus does in our passage today. After borrowing Simon’s boat to stand
in while he taught the crowds, he decides it’s time to give Simon and his partners a fishing
lesson. Now, keep in mind that Simon was a professional fisherman. Jesus was the son of a
carpenter. There is no doubt that Simon knew more about fishing than Jesus would have. For
one, in that day, fishermen believed they had their best chance of catching fish at night. But
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Jesus was telling them to go out in the day. Secondly, Simon and his partners were tired. They
had worked all night with no success. My guess is that all they wanted to do was to go home
and sleep. And yet, there was Jesus, the carpenter turned rabbi, telling them how they should
fish.

This is Luke’s version of Jesus calling the first disciples. In the previous chapter, Jesus had made
his first public statements in his hometown of Nazareth and had performed several miracles,
including healing Simon’s mother in law. | imagine that was likely the reason Simon was willing
to offer up his boat for Jesus to stand in to teach the crowds. At this point, | think we could say
that Simon was deeply appreciative of Jesus, that he was drawn to him, but he was not yet his
follower. And then everything changes.

After Jesus finished teaching, he told the fisherman how to catch fish and Simon reluctantly
agrees to go back out into the deep water and try one more time. And, to his great surprise,
they have the biggest catch they’ve ever had. And that was all it took for Simon. He realizes he
is in the presence of the holy and after being reassured by Jesus, Simon, and the other
fishermen, change the course of their lives forever. After their most successful fishing
expedition ever, they walked away from it all to follow Jesus.

In reading the passage this week, I'm curious about the role this miraculous catch of fish plays
in the story. Scholars have no shortage of explanations. Some argue that the miraculous catch
of fish serves as proof of Jesus’ power that becomes the reason Simon and the other fishermen
decide to follow him. In telling the story, the gospel writer also uses the catch of fish as an
example of why we should follow him as well. Others have pointed out that Jesus met Simon
and the fishermen where they were. Because they were fishermen, Jesus used something with
which they were deeply familiar to connect with them. One take away from this interpretation
is that we are also called to meet people where they are. Rather than expecting those who are
not a part of faith to simply walk through the doors of our church, we must find ways to
connect with those around us that resonate with them. A third interpretation is the focus on
going out into the deep water to catch the fish. The deep water in this passage works as a
metaphor representing the unknown, the risky. This interpretation would remind us that
following Jesus can sometimes be scary. Sometimes we have to take risks without knowing how
it’s all going to work out. But we trust that Jesus knows what he’s doing.

| like all of these interpretations and I think they all have something to teach us. And the beauty
of interpreting Scripture, especially these stories, is that we don’t have to settle on one solitary
interpretation to the exclusion of all others. God can be saying multiple things to us in a singular
story. So yes, this story is a reminder of Jesus’ power, it is a reminder that we must meet people
where they are, and it is a call to take risks and to go out into the deep. But this week, | keep
coming back to Jesus basically telling a bunch of fishermen that he knew more about fishing
than they did.

| think Jesus wanted to Simon and the others to understand that the call to follow Jesus meant
that sometimes they were going to have to trust what Jesus was asking of them even when it



went against their better judgment. In the chapters that follow—and really throughout Jesus’
life—he will ask things of his disciples (and by extension ask things of us) that don’t make a
whole lot of rational sense, that challenge the way we think things should work in the “real
world.”

Later in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus is going to say things like,
“Love your enemies.”

“Go, sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor.”
“Blessed are the poor. Blessed are the hungry.”

“The first will be last. The last will be first.”

All of these statements, and so many more that Jesus would make, go against everything we
think we know about how the world works. We don’t love our enemies, we try to defeat them.
We don’t give away all of our possessions because we have to save enough money to retire,
enough money to send our kids to college, enough money to leave them an inheritance. The
poor are the ones who are unfortunate and the rich are the ones who are blessed. The first
usually remain first and it’s really hard for the last to move up. That’s how it seems like the
world works.

And yet, we have Jesus, the one that we come here every week to worship and for whom we
want to follow, who tells us something different. The invitation to follow Jesus is not just an
invitation to believe in him. The invitation to follow Jesus is an invitation to trust — to trust that
he knows better than we do — whether we’re talking about fishing, or loving our enemies, or
wealth and possessions.

But | know all of this is a lot easier said than done. | would love to sit here and tell you that |, as
your pastor, have got all this worked out and that | completely trust Jesus in all these ways, but
if 1 did that, | would be lying to you. | don’t always love well, especially those who | may
perceive to my opponent or enemy in some way. | haven’t emptied out my life savings to give
the money to the poor. | have a long way to go to truly trust Jesus in these counter-intuitive
ways. If you're like me, if you also recognize that you have a ways to go, | want to offer you a
thought from my United Methodist tradition that | think is helpful...at least it is to me.

The founder of Methodist was a man names John Wesley who lived in the late 1700s, early
1800s in England and part of his theology was the idea of “going on to perfection.” What he
meant by that is that following Jesus is not so much a one-time thing where we are suddenly
transformed but rather a life long journey where we strive daily to become more Christ-like,
recognizing that it is sometimes three steps forward and two steps backward. It means that |
hope every day, every week, every year, I’'m becoming just a little more love, just a little more
generous, a little more Christ-like — that I’'m going on the perfection.



The disciples themselves didn’t get it right all at once. In fact, the gospels have more stories of
them getting it wrong than getting it right. Friends, in the invitation to follow, Jesus does ask
hard things of us. But Jesus is also patient and knows that we are human. Just as he did with

Simon and the early disciples, he never gives up on us, but instead keeps calling to us — get back
out in the boat and try again.



